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The Northern Wet Season is imminent.

This is the time when the northern pastoral
industry receives most of its rain for the year. In
turn, this rain grows pasture and forage. To make
the most of rainfall at the break-of-season,
country needs to be rain ready’'—or able to
absorb as much rainfall to allow for abundant
growth of forage.

The key to being rain-ready is maintaining
groundcover and perennial species in paddocks.
Groundcover includes any plant and tree matter—
alive or dead—that covers the soil surface and
protects the soil from erosion. Perennial species
have living roots in the soil, as opposed to annual
species which are dead at the break-of-season.
Live plant roots form pathways through the soil,
allowing for better water infiltration—and that
means more productive pasture.

Keeping enough groundcover is the best way to
reduce runoff and erosion. In turn, this means the
soil will retain nutrients and organic matter. Plants
like grasses protect the soil surface from the
impacts of heavy rains, and slow down the water
as it flows across the land. This lessens the
topsoil that gets washed away. Ground-covering
grasses also encourage the rain to soak into the
soil, increasing the water available for plants to
drink through their root system.

Evidence tells us that at least 70% groundcover is
needed to prevent run-off and erosion. Under the
right conditions, runoff happens slowly without
being noticed. However, problems occur rapidly
as groundcover decreases.

The minimum amount of groundcover needed to
prevent excessive runoff and erosion will vary
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depending upon the amount of rain, how heavy it
is, the season, and the existing condition of the
soil.

Topsoil is really important—it provides a seedbed
for plants and grasses to germinate. It also
contains good microorganisms that are crucial to
the breakdown of plant debris and the recycling
of nutrients back into the soil. Without this
topsoil, growth of grasses is held back, as bare
soils become exposed.
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When raindrops fall on bare ground, the
soil surface breaks apart and particles get
splashed away, sealing the surface,

which further compounds these
problems.

The wrong grazing practices will reduce pasture
productivity and decrease groundcover. This
increases the risk of precious topsoil being lost
when it rains.

Simple management changes such as adjusting
stocking rates and spelling country can improve
the perennial pasture content, and the amount of
pasture and groundcover.

Overall, looking after the soil by keeping it
covered throughout the dry season and ready for
the wet will deliver better feed, and healthier and
fatter cattle. In the end, this means better profits
to pastoralists.

Interested in learning more? We're happy to help.
Give us a call on (07) 4092 1088.
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