SUPPORTING POLLINATORS
IN TROPICAL QUEENSLAND

Insects help you grow fruit and other produce. They carry pollen between plants,
allowing them to reproduce. Pollinators provide this essential service on your
property and in your garden every day. They need your help.

European honeybees, native bees and other insects are vital for Australian
agriculture and horticultural industries. The European honeybee contributes an
estimated $14.2 billion to the Australian economy each year (Agrifutures 2021).
Native pollinators are also vital. An international study of more than 40 crops
showed the best pollination outcomes were achieved when both European
honeybees and native pollinators, such as native bees, were present
(beeaware.org.au). But native bees are struggling in our modified landscapes.
Areas to nest and find food have been drastically reduced through. Widespread
pesticide use makes native bees more vulnerable to disease.

You can support and help increase populations of native bees and
other beneficial insects on your property with a few simple steps.

Habitat

Native bees need nesting sites, nest building materials, and plants as a source of
both pollen and nectar. Start by managing remnant or existing natural areas of
vegetation on your property as habitat refuges for bee forage plants. Native bees
don't travel as far as honeybees. They rely on local sources of food and water, so
it's also a good idea to create habitat corridors that allow them to move safely
around your property.

There are more than 1600 described species of native bees in Australia. Most are
solitary, making their nests in patches of bare soil, sand or clay banks, and in old
borer holes in dead trees and logs. Set aside some permanently protected semi-
bare ground that you don't till or disturb. Preserve or add wooden nest sites to
make areas favourable for breeding.

Keep some areas of your property free of insecticide. Areas away from active
paddocks can be pollinator refuges where they can forage and nest. This helps
bees and other beneficial insects avoid foraging in areas that have been sprayed.

Bees need sources of pollen and nectar to thrive. When you plant habitat, try to
choose a diverse range of native and non-native plants with successive bloom
times. That will provide a year-long feast. As a general rule, aim for a minimum of
three plant species blooming in each season.

You can also plant annual species like peas, medics, vetches and broadleaf species
like sunflowers and buckwheat. Plant these in clumps to attract and feed a diverse
population of pollinators, increase your rates of incidental pollination, and improve
the health of your soil. Planting flowers also attracts and sustains predatory
insects. This can help keep pest species under control.

Find out which native bees live in your state on the Aussie Bee website
https://www.aussiebee.com.au/beesinyourarea.html
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